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FUNERAL SERMON. 


Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Youth, while the evil Days come nat, nor the 
Years draw nigh, when then ſhalt jay, I 

have no Plia ure in them, Eccleſ. xii. r. * 


HIS Book, from which I have ſelected 

the words of the text, is called, Ec- 
eleſiaſtes, or the Preacher: it was written 
by the wiſeſt of mere men, and in his beſt, 
his happieſt, his moſt ſerious moments. 
The ſubject of it, and its chief deſign, is 
to ſhew the vanity and emptineſs of all ſub- 
lunary purſuits and enjoyments z that the 
higheſt gratifications of time and ſenſe are 
inſufficient to ſatisfy an immortal ſpirit— 


® See an interefling Ga on this text by the Rev, 
Dr. Gibbons, 
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that the things which are ſeen are periſhing, 


and unſubſtantial in their very nature — 
that their very eſſence is vanity, and their 
end vexation—and that he, who would be 
really bleſſed, muſt look to things above the 
world and beyond the ſun, which are un- 
ſeen, ſpiritual, and eternal. 

To illuſtrate this affecting truth, and to 
prove the point in hand, that all is vanity, 
the Preacher begins with enquiring into the 

ofit which a man hath of all his labor 
which he taketh under the ſun, Let it be 
ſuppoſed, that his heart is delighted with 
that which is agreeable to his ſenſes and 
imaginations, in this preſent ſtate; what 
then ? Can theſe things yield him any true, 
ſolid or abiding ſatisfaction ? Are they not 
all ſading, tranſient, and uncertain? Do 
they not both deceive and diſappoint ? Is 
the eye ſatisfied with ſeeing, or the ear with 
hearing? Vanity of vanities, ſaith the 
Preacher, all is vanity.” They appear but 
for a little while, and then vaniſh away: 
and the more the idle curioſity of mankind 
is humoured, the more inquiſitive and un- 
ſatisfied it is. It ſtill goes on ſeeking after 


ſomething 


. 

ſomething new, and the more eager and 
anxious its ſearch, the deeper is its convic- | 
tion, that there is nothing new under the 
ſun. | 
But, what if a man ſhould ſeparate him- 
ſelf from the follies and vanities of ſenſe 
and fancy, and ſhould give his heart to ſeek 
after wiſdom and knowledge ; ſhould ſet him- 
ſelf to get all the inſight he poſſibly could 
into all things that are done under the ſun ; 
ſhould make himſelf acquainted with every 
art and ſcience, philoſophy, hiſtory, policy, 
commerce; with the ſtates, laws, and man- 
ners of the ſeveral kingdoms of the world ; 
with the different tempers, capacities, and 
projets of his fellow-men—what, if he 
could gratify his genius, enlarge his intellec- 
tual views, and carry his diſcoveries, far- 
ther than any man did before him—what, if 
he were next in this reſpe&t to Solomon 
himſelf—would this alſo be vanity and vex- 
ation of ſpirit? Let one, who could not 
deſpiſe human learning becauſe he was de- 
ſtitute of it, anſwer. the queſtion, and he 
will aſſure us that “ this alſo is vexation of 
ſpirit. For in much wiſdom is much grief; 
A 2 and 


EN. | 
and he that increaſeth knowledge, increaſeth 
ſorrow. 

We have often heard, and are hearing 
every day of the ſweets of pleaſure and of 
mirth ; and how much they are to be envied 
who can indulge themſelves in all the gaiety 
and elegance, the grandeur and magnificence 
of life: how charming it is to be able to make 
great works, to have a vaſt fortune, to build 
houſes, to plant vineyards, and gardens, 
and orchards and trees in them of all kind 
of fruits; to have men-fingers and women- 
fingers, and muſical inftruments of al!“ 
ſorts; to have ſervants and maidens, and al! 
the grand retinue of equipage and'ſplendot; 
to riot in continual ſcenes of amuſement | 
and diſſipation, and to wanton amidft the 
fprightly ſallies of humor, wit, and repar- 
tee ! "Theſe every body knows, are num- 
bered among the firſt delights of the ſons of 
men. But alfs! what are they? what do- 
they ? or what profit is there in them? Are 
theſe to be accounted that good for the ſons 
of men, which they are to do under heaven 
all the days of their wee * „ Behold, all is 

vanity 


CY 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit, and there i is 
no profit under the ſun.” 

But if neither the delights of ſtudy and 
ſcience, nor of grandeur and honor, nor 
of pleaſure and ſenſe, are worthy the pur- 
ſuit of a rational and immortal being, be- 
cauſe they cannot produce any real ſatisfac- 
tion and enduring joy; who will ſhew us 
any good? or, who knoweth what is good 
for man in this life, all the days of his vain 
life which he ſpendeth as a ſhadow ? Let 
us hear the concluſion of the whole matter, 
ſays the Preacher, Fear God, and keep 
his commandments, for this is the whole of 
man” —his higheſt honor, true wiſdom, 
chief good, and Jaſt end. This is to be 
his grand and primary concern, all the days 
of his life, in every ſtate' and ſtage of it, 
| which he ſhall be permitted to ſpend under 
" # the ſun. All beſide is vanity of vanities 
and vexation of ſpirit, Therefore Re- 
| member now thy Creator in the days of thy 
EM youth, while the evil days come not, nor 
3 the years draw nigh, in the which thou 
3 ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure in them:“ be- 


ſore the calamities of old age, the pains of 
ſickneſs, 
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( -6-: | 
ſickneſs, and the agonies of death come upon 
you, and all your ſtrength and days ſhall 
be but labor and ſorrow. 

Such is the application of the royal 
Preacher's ſermon upon the vanity of the 
world and all thatis in it, the luſts of the 
fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the pride of 
life. Our buſineſs upon the preſent ſolemn 
occaſion will be to fix our ſerious attention 
upon it, and 


I. To enquire and explain what is to be 
underſtood by remembering our Creator. 

II, To ſhew how, in what way, and 
with what /þirit we are required to remem- 
ber him, | 

III. Todwell a little upon the particular 
ſeaſon of life in which we are eſpecially 
urged by the words of the text to remember 
our Creator. 


And, firſt, we are to enquire and explain 
what is meant by remembering our Creator. 

The reaſon of this duty being enforced 
upon us, and the propriety of ſuch an ex- 


tortation originates in, and is certainly a 
preſumptive 


% 

preſumptive proof of the fall of man, and of 
his dreadful apoſtacy from God. For it is 
next to impoſſible that any ideas of God 

and religion, which we can entertain, 
ſhould lead us to ſuppoſe that the ſtate and 
character of man, as he came out of the hands 

of God, ſhould be ſuch as to expoſe him to 

the probability of forgetting his Creator, 
Benefactor and Lord, until enſnared and 
overpowered by ſome outward temptations. 

Forgetfulneſs of God is therefore to be con- 

ſidered as one of the peculiar miſeries and 
creadful conſequences of the fall. 

By the fall indeed, which brought univer- 
ſal corruption and death into the world, it is 
evident, both from reaſon and experience, 
that the whole human race have commenced 
a ſet of practical Atheiſts, and live as with- 
out God in the world: as if he did not ſu- 
perintend it; as if his never-failing Pro- 
vidence did not order all things in heaven 
and in earth; as if they were not at all in- 
debted to him for every thing they have 
and are, Eph. ii. 12, This appears very 
firikingly in their preference of the plea- 
ſures, riches, honors, and eſteem of this 
world, to thoſe which the eternal God is ſo 


I con- 


(8) | 
condeſcending as to urge upon their choice 
and delight: whereas they think proper to 
chuſe that in which he delighteth not, re- 
gardleſs either of his will or glory in what 
they do. Rom. 3. 

It may ſeem a very ſevere indictment to 
bring againſt mankind : but it is alas! too 
true, and what might eaſily be proved by 
the united teſtimony of ſcripture and matter 
of fact, that they are even Þaters of Ged. 
For though they profeſs to know God, to 
acknowledge him, and to love him; yet in 
-works they deny what they profeſs, and diſ- 
cover, that they are enemies to him in their 
minds, by the wicked works of their lives, 
and that they do not like to retain God in 
their knowledge. For the carnal mind 
is-enmity againſt God in his true nature 
and character; it is not ſubject to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be.“ Rom. 8. 
But why ? On account of the fault and 
corruption of every man, who is naturally 
engendered of the offspring of Adam; 
whereby he is very far gone from original 
righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature in- 
elined to evil. 2 


(9 ) 

In this affecting view of things, it is not 
at all ſurprizing, though it is much to be la- 
mented, that we are ſo apt to forget God. 
If it be enquired, how this finful and corrupt 
diſpoſition ſhews itſeIf—it may be replied 
in our unmindfulneſs of him; of his word 
and will, and of our unſpeakable and num- 
berleſs obligations to him. For do we not 
even forget the hand that feeds us, and the 
God in whom we live, and move, and have 
our being ? He is about our bed, and about 
our path, and ſpieth out ail our ways: if 
we could aſcend up to heaven, he is there; 
if we could deſcend into hell, he is there; 
if we could take our flight to the uttermoſt 
parts of the ſea, he is there alſo: but not- 
withſtanding this, thaugh he giveth to all 
breath and life, and uphol.leth the Jife that 
he gives, like Iſrael of old, “of the rock 
that begat us we are unmindful, and have 
forgotten God that formed us,” times with- 
out number, Deut. xxxii. 18. | 
The ſame evil temper diſcovers itſelf in 

a ſtill more ſtriking manner by our baſe in- 
gratitude againſt God, For where is the per- 
ſon, or where are the people under heaven, 
who 


( to ) 
ho have not received from the bountiful hand 
of God bleſſings more in number than the 
hairs of their heads, as many as the mo- 
ments they have breathed, and, like the 
ſands which are upon the fea ſhore, paſt 
counting ? And, where, 1 may aſk again, 
is the perſon, or where the people, whoſe 
fins and offences againſt God have not been 
innumerable too f In ages that are paſt, the 
great, the univerſal Benefactor, who filleth 
all things living with plenteouſneſs, has been 
compelled to ſay to thoſe, who have been 
diſtinguiſhed by his richeſt favors, ** Do ye 
thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and 
unwiſe ? Is not he thy Father that hath 
bought thee ? hath he not made thee and 
eſtabliſhed thee ? Remember the days of old, 
conſider the years of many generations: 
aſk thy father and he will ſhew thee, thy 
elders and they will teach thee.” They 
will tell thee the miracles of mercy and 


goodneſs ye have received from me. But, 


it is ſzid, Jeſhurun waxed fat and kicked, 
and then he forſook God that made him, 


and lightly eſteemed the rock of his ſava- 
tion.” Deut. xxxii, 


What 


— 


(an 

What baſe, what horrid ingratitude was 
here! And yet, is not this the moral picture 
of every human heart? Has not the Lord 
the ſame, if not greater reaſon to ſay of us, 
« Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, 
J have nouriſhed and brought up children, 
and they have rebelled againſt me, The 
ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſ- 
'ter's crib ; but this people doth not know, 
they de not conſider. Ah!] ſinful nation, a 
people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evil 
doers, they have forſaken the Lord, they 
have provoked the holy one to anger. 
aſtoniſhed, O ye heavens at this, and be 
horribly afraid, be ye very deſolate, faith | 
the Lord; for my people have committed 
two evils, they have forſaken me the foun- 
tain of living waters, and hewed them out 
ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that will hold no 
water, Iſa. i. Jer. ii. | 

Such is the general conduct, the exceed- 
ing guilt, the baſe ingratitude of the ſinful 


ſons of men ! Such are the horrid ſymptoms 
of their forgetfulneſs of God ! Lo remember 


the Lord then is the cure of this corrupt, 
this evil temper of the human heart: it is 
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to remember that he is; that there is ſuch a 
Being, who is the God of nature, of provi- 
dence, and of grace: by whoſe almighty 
Fiat every thing we ſee and know was ori- 
ginally ſpoken into exiſtence; and by whoſe 
omnipotent arm univerſal nature is upheld : 
that it is but for him to give the word, and 
the earth ſhall again be without form, and 
void, and darkneſs ſhall cover the face of 
the deep, and all things return to their 
Chaotic ſtate, He, who cometh to God, 
muſt thus believe, and thus remember, that 
he zs. Heb. xi. | 

And not only that he is, but what he is, 
in his glorious nature and infinite perfec- 
tions, How he exiſts, in what manner, as 
he hath been pleaſed to reveal to us in the 
ſcriptures of divine inſpiration; in the unity 
of his eſſence, and in a plurality of perſons; 
three divine perſons in one divine efle..ce, 
Father, Son, and Spirit. For we are taught 
to believe the very ſame reſpecting each of 
th-fe perſons, without any difference or in- 
quality of- nature, perfection, or glory. 
We are 'thereſore to remember the triune 
God, as aa infinitely baly, juſt, powerfut, 


graciius, 


TR. WV, 

gracious, and merciful being; whoſe holineſs 
obliges him to hate ſin with an irreconcile- 
able hatred ; whoſe juſtice determines him 
to puniſh it with eternal deſtruction from 
his preſence ; whoſe power enables him to 
do it ; but whoſe unbounded mercy and ex- 
ceeding grace diſpoſe him to pardon it, in 
his own appointed way, through the re- 
demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus : for him 
God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation for 
ſin, through faith in his blood.“ Rom. iii. 

But we are to remember allo, and parti- 
cularly, in what relation the triune God 
ſtands to us, and we to him. We are to re- 
member that he is our Creator; that we are 
nothing and have nothing, but what he 
made us, and gave us. What haſt thou 
then that thou haft not received ? Haſt thou 
an wright form? Art thou fearfully and won- 
derfully made? Remember it was inthe ſove- 
reign will of thy Maker to create thee a brute, 
or a man ? Haſt thou Regen? Remember, it 
is the gift of heaven, and never was de- 
ſigned to be proſtituted to the vile ſervice of 
lin, latan, and infidelity, but to be uſed 
aud enjoy 'd to the glory of God, Haſt 


thou 
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(14 ) 
thou riches, health, or honour? Remem- 
ber, every good pi ift, and every perfect gift, 
is from above. 2 FThine, O Lord, is the 
N the power, the majeſty, and the 

: both riches and honour come of 

4 ee; thine is the kingdom, and thou ru- 
leſt over all.” 1 Chron, xxix. 11, 12. 

God is therefore to be remember'd as our 


great Creator, and bountiful Benefattor. And 


we are to conſider him as our continual Pre- 


ſerver ; who upholdeth our ſouls in life, and 


in whoſe power it is to ſtop the current, or 
to cut the thread, whenſoever it pleaſeth 
him. But, above all, we ſhould never loſe 
fight of him in the endearing relation of a 
Redeemer ; who came from heaven to ſeek 
and to ſave them, who were loſt; loſt to 
God, to happineſs, to peace: who poured 
out his foul unto death, to deliver us from 
the bitter pains of everlaſting death : who 
paid down his own, his precious life, to 


.ranſom our lives from the pit of deſtruction. 


Y eg—— 


The ranſom was paid down; the fund 
© of heav'n, 
* * inexhauſtible, exhauſted fund, 
« Ama» 


mM 
„Amazing, and amaz d, pour'd forth its 
' v6 Brice, | 8 1 
« All price beyond: tho' curious to com- 
„ | | 
& Archangels fail'd to caſt the mighty ſum: 
« Its value vaſt, ungraſp'd by minds create, 


« For-ever hides, and glows in the Su- 
preme.“ 


And was the ranſom paid ? It was: and 
paid, not for angels, but for men. For, 
«« verily he took not on him the nature of 
angels; but he took on him the ſeed of A- 
braham. And can we but remember this ? 
Is it poſſible that human creatures ſhould 
be fallen fo low, as to forget ſuch an event ? 
An event, that confounded univerſal nature, 
and fill'd heav'n itſelf with aſtoniſhment 
and ſurprize ! Which things the angels 
deſire to look into.” O my fellow-ſinners, 
whatever you forget befides, remember Feſus 
Chrift ; remember what he did, and what he 
ſuffer'd, and what he is now doing at the 
right hand of God in glory, for the redemp- 
tion of poor, guilty, condemn'd criminals, 
like you and me. 


Aſter 


( 436 ) | 
After all, there is another very intereſt- 
ing relation, in which one of the co-equal 
perſons in the Godhead ſtands to us, and 
which we ſhould ever keep in memory; and 
that is, the relation of a Sanifier. This is 
the office of the Holy Ghoſt ; who ſancti- 
freth all the elect people of God, becauſe 
they are unclean and unholy in themſelves, 
and therefore unfit and unable to have fel- 
lowſhip with an holy God in time, or to 
be admitted to his beatihc preſence in eter- 
nity. Fallen creatures are full of the de- 
filement of ſin; which renders them objects 
of the divine hatred and diſpleaſure, and 
excludes them from the kingdom of heaven. 
They muſt therefore be wathed, and ſanc- 
tified, and renewed, For © without holi- 
neſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord.” And th's 
15 the work of the Holy Spirit ; whoſe of- 
fice it is to renew the ſinner in the ſpirit of 
his mind, to change him .into the divine 
image, and to. prepare him for that bliſsful 
ſtate, where there is fullnefs of joy, and 
tivers of pleaſure for evermore. 


I This 


n 

This is what is meant by remembering 
our Creator, But, 

2dly, It may be proper to ſhew, in a more 
explicit manner, with what ſpirit and tem- 
per of heart we are to remember our Cre- 
ator, 

The firſt idea with which true religion, 
and indeed with which every thing that 
pretends to religion, muſt inſpire the mind, 
reſpecting the glorious God, is, that of Ad- 
oration. For the inviſible things of him 
are clearly ſeen from the things that are 
made, and which force themſelves upon 
our ſight, even his eternal power and god- 
head, So that the very heathens, unaſſiſted 
as they were with the light of divine reve- 
lation, are repreſented as without excuſe, 
af deſtitute of a ſpirit of pious adoration. 

One ſhould indeed be apt to ſuppoſe it 
impoſſible for a rational creature to lift up 
his eyes, and behold the wondrous works of 
God in univerſal nature, without folemnly 
adoring the great Creator of all. How na- 
tural to exalaim upon ſuch occaſions, while 
the 3 declare the glory of God, and 

| * the 


| ( a8 } | 
the firmament ſheweth his handy work, 
O Lord, our governor, how excellent is 
thy name in all the world! When 1 con- 
{ider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, 
the moon and the ſtars which thou haſt or- 
dained ; Lord, what is man, that thou art 
mindful of him, or the fon cf man, that 
thou regardeſt him!“ Pſ. viii, 


* Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of 
good; 

Thine this univerſal frame, thus wondrous 

„ 

THYsELF how wondrous then!' 


How juſt, how natural, how almoſt un- 
avoidable, are ſuch reflections as -theſc, to 
a mind that is not intircly debaſed to a le- 
vel with brutality itſelf | Not that our re- 
membrance- of the Creator is to ſtop here, 
or to reſt in a ſpirit of adoration, For he is 
not only that great and glorious Being, by 
whoſe power every thing. we behold and 
enjoy was made and is preſerved ; but he is 
a Being of infinite beauty and excellency, 


jovelineſs and perfection : whatever degrees 
of 


( 29 ,) 
of beauty, excellency, and lovelineſs we 
admire in any other being or thing, are only 
ſo many rays and emanations from that ef- 
ſential fullneſs of perfection and glory which. 
is in him; in him originally, and in him 
only. On which account he is worthy of, 


and demands the higheſt eſttem, the ſupreme 


affection of all ration2I"creatures, whom he 
hath made capable of. knowing, loving, and 

njoying himſelf, It is the fir? and great 
commandment of his Jaw, that they ſhou}.1 
love him with ail their heart, and mind, and 
ſoul, and ſtrength. And this is a-precept- 
which is founded upon the higheſt reaſon, 
upon the molt perfect fitneſs of things. In- 
fomuch that, if our Creator had never done 
any thing mare for us than making us ca- 
fable of knowing-and loving bim, it would 
be our ion, duty, happingſe, and glory, 
to love him with all our heart, Ec, 

But every one muſt acknowledge, that 
we have additional.and abundant reaſons to 
remember him affectionately, and grateſully 
too; with the moſt} fervent” gratitude, and 

eartfelrt pralies 2 checially ben we cons 
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( 20 ) 
fider how many repeated, and unmerited 
mercies we are receiving every day, every 
hour, every moment, from his gracious and 
benign hand ;- his goodneſs, his care, and 
protection; our creation, our preſervation, 
and all the bleſſings of this life; but, above 
all, when we remember his ineſtimable love- 
in the redemption of the world by Jeſus 
Chriſt, the means of grace, and the hope 


of glory, who among us will not be ready 
to cry out, 


O may I breathe no longer, than I breathe- 
My foul in praiſe to him who gave my ſoul, 
And all her infinite of proſpect fair, 


Cut thro? the ſhades of hell, great Love ! by 
thee, 


O moſt adorable | moſt unador'd Y 


Where ſhall that praiſe begin, which ne'er 
| ſhould end? 

Praiſe ! flow for ever (if aſtoniſhment 

Will give thee leave), my praiſe ! for ever 


flow ; 


Praiſe, ardent, cordial, conſtant, to. high 
Heav'n 


. 
o 


More 


( 21 ) 
More fragrant than Arabia facrifie'd, 
And all her ſpicy mountains in a flame.” 


Gratitude like this cannot fail of pro- 
ducing that life of purity and obedience, of 
defire to do the will of God, of ſtudy to 
pleaſe him, and fear to offend him, with 
which it becomes us to remember our Cre- 
ator. What principle more powerful than 
that of love; what motive more inducing 
than that of gratitude ! If the remembrance 
of creating, providential, and redteming 
love will not conſtrain us no longer to live 
to ourſelves, but to live to God, nothing 
can. Remember, ſaid the Jewiſh lawgiver 
to the children of Iſrael, all the way which 
the Lord thy God hath led thee theſe forty 
years in the wilderneſs: and then adds, 
therefore thou ſhalt keep the commandments 
of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, 
and to fear him.“ Thus ſhalt thou remem- 
ber the Lord thy God, as a teſtimony of 
thine obedience, and gratitude, and love. 

In ſuch a ſpirit, and with ſuch a tem- 
per of heart, are we to remember our 
Creator; with a ſpirit of adoration, affec- 
tion, 
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( 22 ) 
tion, obedience, and. praiſe; at all times, 
and in all places: becauſe he is the ſame 
lovely objec, the ſame glorious being, the 
fame generous benefactor, yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever. But, in the paſſage before 
us, the wiſe man has referr'd to a particular 


ſeaſon : we are therefore, 


3dly, To take ſome notice of the particu- 
lar ſeaſon in which we are. exhorted more 
eſpecially to remember our Creator, viz. in 
the days of our youth; while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, in which 
thou ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure in them. 

The ſtages of human life have generally 
been divided into four, and have been li- 
kened to the four ſeaſons of the year; in- 
fancy or childhood, youth, , manhood, and 
old age. In infancy, our reaſon juſt begins 
to dawn; but: our ſenſes gain the aſcend- 
ancy, and take the lead; ſo that we can 


hardly be ſaid to have any: clear and diſtinct; 


ideas of God or of religion. In youth, the 


tender mind begins to open, to exert its 


intellectual powers, and to receive impreſ- 


ſions and views. of things which are of the · 
utmoſt. conſequence. In this ſtate or ſtage 


Of 


( 23 ) 

«bf life the greateſt care and attention are to 
be obſerved, leſt the mind receive an evil 
taint which no future endeavours ſhall be 
able to remove. 

This is that tender and important ſeaſon 
which the wiſe man particularly regards in 
the words before us. And, no doubt, in 
this reſpect, he meant to ſpeak, like a wiſe 


man, from long and deep experience, not to 


ay, bitter too. Remember now thy Crea- 
tor, in the days of thy youth :.defer it not to 
the evil days of infirm and decrepit old- age, 


to thoſe tireſome years, when all your 


iſtrength will be but labour and ſorrow, and 
when you will know, what you have been 
wont to call pleafure, no more, Remember 
now thy Creator; and why? — 

Becauſe theſe are your beſt days; the 
ſtrength and flowerof your days ; the bloom 
of your life; and therefore the moſt proper 
'to be devoted to the God of your life, the 
moſt worthy of his acceptance. As we can 
give him nothing but what we have received 
from him, let the firſt-ſruits, the beauty, 


| rthe glory of our time, be conſecrated to 


the ſervice of our Creator and God: then, 


( 24 ) 
when all the faculties of the ſoul, and all 
the powers of the body, are moſt active, 
Aouriſhing, and in their prime; when the 
underſtanding is moſt capacious, the me- 
mory ftrongeſt, and the affections moſt vi- 
gorous and warm, let our Maker, Bene- 
factor, and Lord, be the great object of our 
conſideration, remembrance, deſire, delight, 
and joy. 

Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth, For this is the ſeaſon in 
which, if in any, the mind is moſt tender, 
ſoſt, and ſuſceptible of divine impreſſions, 
of piety and goodneſs ; as it is alſo of tempt- 
ations to vice and fin, Young people are 
more eaſily affected with, and drawn aſide 
by, the ſnares of the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil ; by the enchanting pleaſures of 
time and ſenſe, than thoſe whoſe years and 
experience have or ſhould have taught them 
the vanity of the creature, and the miſery 
ef fin, and, it is to be hoped, have made 
them wiſer and better, Their deſires after, 
and attachment to, ſociety and company, 
expoſe them to many dangers, or are profit- 
able to them, according to the company 
they 
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they keep, and the ſociety they chuſe. And 
it is more than probable they will fall into 
ſuch company as will lead them in no good 
way. And ““ he, who walketh with wiſe 
men, ſhall be wiſe; but a companion of 
fools ſhall be deſtroy'd.“ 

Remember now thy Creator in the days 


of thy youth. Becauſe your obligations to 


God in this ſeaſon are ſo many, and ſo 
great; and your need of his ſpecial and ex- 
traordinary aid ſo urgent and particular. 
For what, but the ſupernatural aſſiſtance of 
divine grace can enable you to flee thoſe 
youthful luſts which war againſt the foul, 
and by which fo many are drowned in de- 
ſtruction and perdition? What, but the 
particular interpoſition of heaven can deli- 
ver you from thoſe ſeducing and treacherous 
vices which a wicked world and a tempt- 
ing devil are ever plotting againſt you ? 
What, but the diſtinguifhing favor of God 
can defend your unſuſpecting heart from 
the evil deſigns of your fellow-men ? Re- 
member therefore your Creator in the days 
of your youth, 
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And, among other reafons, let this alſo be 
taken into ſerious conſideration, that it is poſ- 
ſible, and, for aught you can tell, very pro- 
bable, that you may be cut off in all the 
bloom, and health, and ftrength of youth 
itſelf ; “ before the evil days come, and the 
years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt be forced 
to ſay, I have no pleaſure in them: before 
the keepers of the houſe ſhail tremble, and 
the grinders ceaſe becauſe they are few, and 
thoſe that look out of the windows be dark- 
ened ; before the ſilver cord be looſed, and 
the golden bowl be broken at the fountain.” 

It ſometimes happens literally, and fre- 
quently too, that Man which is born of 
a woman is of few days, and full of 
trouble;” that“ he cometh up, and is cut 
down like a flower; he flceth alſo as a ſha- 
dow, and continueth not.” An inſtance of 
which has lately happened in the death of a 
youth, by whoſe particular requeſt upon his 
dying bed i ſtand up at this time to ſpeak 
upon the important matters ſuggeſted in the 
words of the text; and by which he, being 
dead, yet ſpeaketh. 


He 


( 27 ) 

He was the eldeſt brother of a large and 
reputable family not far from this place; 
to whom, I may with confidence affirm, he 
was much dearer than I ſhall attempt ts 
deſcribe ; and among, the younger branches 
of which he had acted like a father and 
friend, as well as a moſt affectionate and 
tender relation. He ſerved his time to a 
very reſpectable perſon in this pariſh, now 
preſent ; who, not only by word of mouth 
to me, but upon the back of his indenture 
when he reſigned it to him, gave him the 
character of an wpright, faithful, diligent, 
conſcientious, and pious apprentice, Thele are 
his own words. 

What a delightful character is here for a 
youth to leave behind him] How uncom- 
mon, in theſe days of profaneneſs, diſſipa- 
tion, and immorality | How rare, in this 
our land of levity and guilt | How much 
more to be deſired than that of a deceitful, 
diſhoneſt, idle, drunken, lying, irreligious youth / 
A character, which makes our very name of- 
fenſive to thoſe with whom we have been 
connected, and to whom we are unfortu- 


nately, by the ties of blood, related. 
; 3 Sn It 


(28) 

It pleaſed God, in his di iNinguiſhing grace 
and mercy, for ſurely ſuch favor ought to 
be ſo called in an age in which our youth of 
both ſexes are abandoned o every degree of 
licentiouſneſs; to fix his attention upon 
things of the utmoſt importance to his 
eternal welfare about two or three years ago. 
And to ſhew you with what ſeriouſneſs and 
ſincerity he entered into the conſideration 
of religious matters, he hath left behind him, 
what he terms, a teſlimony or confeſſion of his 
faith, which was found after his deceaſe,fign'd 
and ſeal'd. By the date of it, it appears to 
have been drawn up by him, when he was 
twenty years old, upon his receiving the 
ſacrament for the firſt time ; which, it is 
ſaid, was in the very church, where we 
are now ſpeaking upon the ſubject. 


A TESTIMONY or FAITH. 
July 1775. Aged 20. 


It has pleaſed almighty God, of his 
great mercy and grace, ſo to enlighten my 
underilanding and to convert me, as to en- 


able 


(29) 
able me to ſee my loft and undone condition 
dy nature and practice, and to-ſhew me the 
neceſſity of a Saviour. And I have been 
enabled this day, by faith, to partake of the 
ſacrament of the precious body and blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt. . I hope that I am truly and 
ſpiritually born again; as I now view with 
an eye of hatred thoſe fins in which I uſed 
to delight; and have much greater comfort 
and delight in all things that are good. I 
know that I eannot recommend myſelf to 
God by any good works; but having a 
lively faith in the mercy of God through 
the ſufferings and righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, I hope to be admitted into the king- 
dom of glory hereafter, and to join that in- 
numerable number whieh no man can num« 
ber, who ſhall be eontinually ſinging praiſes 
to God and the Lamb, that was ſlain and 
hath redeemed us to God by his own blood: 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.“ | 

This is his ſhort but very comprehenſive 
conſeſſion of faith, By which you ſee what 
were his views of the chriſtian religion, and 
that he was not, like too many of us, an 

ignorant. 


(30) 

ignorant profeſſor of he knew not what, 
nor why. And as a ſtriking proof that the 
religion of Chrift is a religion of love, and 
always inſpires its true profeſſors with a 
| ſpirit of noble benevolence, there is the 
following poſtſcript ſubjoig'd to this teſti- 
mony. . 

« May it pleaſe God by his goodneſs to 
extend the ſame mercy and grace, and to 
enable every one who ſhall read this, when 
J am dead and gone, ſo that they may be 
converted, and be hereafter partakers of the 
ſame glory and eternal happineſs which i is 
the hearty defire and prayer of 

J. P. 97 


In a converſion I had with him the laſt 
time I had the pleaſure of ſeeing him in 
this world, he diſcovered an earneſt but 
humble Cefire to devote himſelf to the ſer- 
vice of God and the good of mankind in 
the work of the miniſtry :; confeſſing indeed 
that he neither could nor did expect any 
preferment in the Church of England, but 
that he wiſhed to preach thoſe precious 
truths of the chriſtian religion to others, 


* power and worth of which he fo deeply 
felt 


(3) 
felt himſelf. I told him how arduous and 
awful, though honorable a work it was, 
Notwithſtanding which his inelination to 
it remain'd as ftrong as ever. Which ap- 
peared by his having entered his name in 
one of our univerſities. 

It pleaſed God however to bring down 
his ſtrength in his journey and to ſhorten 
his days, by cutting the thread of his life 
at the age of 23. He is now numbered, 
we doubt not, with the happy dead, and his 
lot is among the ſaints. He is delivered 
from the burden of the fleſh, and has entered 
into the joy and felicity of his Lotd; into 
that land of everlafting peace, where the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where 
the weary are at reſt. And let us who 
ſurvive him and are left behind, let thoſe 
eſpecially to whom his memory is molt dear 
remember that 


—* Smitten friends 
Are angels fent on errands full of love; 
For us they languith, and for us they die. 
And ſhall they languith, mall they die in 
vain? 
1 Ungrateful, 
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(32) 
Vngrateful, ſhall we grieve their hov'ring 
ſhades, 

Which wait the revolution in our hearts? 
Shall we diſdain their ſilent, ſoft addreſs ? 
Their poſthumous advice and pious 

prayer ? | 
Senſeleſs, as herds that graze their hol- 
low'd graves, 

Tread under foot their agonies and 
| groansz _ 

Fruſtrate their en and e their 
deaths? — 


I am perſunded from the little knowledge 

J had of our dear departed friend, and from 
a conviction of his being in a ſtate, where 
all is true benevolence and love, that he 
would wiſh I ſhould addreſs myſelf. upon 
the preſent occaſion to three ſorts of peo- 
ple in ſomewhat like the following manner. 
And firſt to thoſe who are yet Young ; 
in all the ſtrength of youth and in the prime 
of life. . You may ſee from the ſolemn oc - 
caſion of our meeting together, in a moſt 
ſtriking and affecting inſtance, the uncertainiy 
of life: a thing, which in our youthful 
days, 


4 


ib if, 
days, and ia the warm converſe of the 
world, we are, alas | too, too apt to forget; 
while we are fond of promiſing ourſelves a 
long ſuturity of years: and upon this fatal 
preſumption, how do we learn to ive, as if 
we were never to die; regardleſs of the favor 
of God, of the value of our ſouls, of the great 
things which our incarnate God and Sa- 
viour hath done and fuffer'd for us, of the 
never-ending joys of heaven, and 1 the 
danger of eternal damn ation. 

Talk to the young, the trifling, nd the 
gay, about friving to enter in at the {trait 
gate—of ſeeking fir/t the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs—about hungering and 
thir/ling after the things of God and reli- 
gion; and they will tell you, O, *tis time 
enough for that; 'tis too ſoon to trouble 
ourſelves about fuch grave things as theſe ; 
they are proper enough when people begin 
to be fick, and to grow old. What then! 
is it ever too ſoon to begin to be really wile, 
and pious, and happy? Can it ever be too 
ſoon for a ſinful, guilty creature to be in 
the favor of God ? to be poſſeſſed of the 
unſearchable riches of grace ? to live to the 
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glory of his Creator, BenefaRor, and Lord ? 


to make his calling and election ſure ? and 
to ſecure a place in the manſtons of ever- 
laſting bliſs 7 

Beſides, who told you, my dear young 
friends, that you ſhould live to ſee old age? 
How know ye that your days will * pro- 
longed till to-morrow's dawn? What, if 
you ſhould never be ſuffer'd to lie upon a 
ſick bed at all, but be cut off at a ſtroke, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
as many have been, without ſo much as 
time or power to ſay, God be merciful to 
me a ſinner? And how many inſtances of 
this alarming ſort have lately happened, to 
the aſtoniſhment of thoſe who have heard. 
them | Who can tell, but that you may add 
to the awful number ? 

Are not theſe things ſufficient to con- 
vince you of the neceſſity and excellency of 
early piety, if you regard only your own. 
intereſt and eternal welfare? But when you 
conſider the duty you owe. to God and to 
his Chriſt, as well as to yuurſclves ; to.neg- 
lect the ſe great and mportaat matters, is to 
add impiety, ingtatizude, and protancneſy, 
to 


2 


n 
to ſelſ- murder; and that of the moſt de- 
ſtructive kind, of ſoul and body too. 

Let me therefore intreat you, my dear 
young friends, by all that's good and deſire- 
able in this world and the next, to remember 
your Creator, who he is, and what he is, and 
what he is to 0%; how much you are in- 
debted to him already, and how much you 
muſt be indebted to him, if ever you are ran- 
ſom'd from the pit of deſtruction, and brought 
to eternal glory. Remember now thy Creator, 
in the days of thy youth ; without delay, and 
before the evil days, the dregs of your life, 
come, in the which thou ſhalt fav, I have 
no pleaſure in them. I beſeech you again and 
again, by the authority of the ſacred ſcrip-. 
tures ; by the advice of the wiſeſt of the ſons 
of men; as you love your ſouls; as you regard 
the favor of God, and wiſh to be intereſted in 
the ſalvation of Chrift ; as you defire to live 
in peace, to die in hope, and to be crown'd' 
with a bleſſed immortality—Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth. In- 
deed there is no time to loſe ; for death is at 
the door, and after death the judgment : 
and if we do not remember our Creator in 

E 2 this 
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this life, we ſhall repent of our folly ſor 
ever in the next, 

Should you unhappily determine to re- 
ſuſe this inſtruction, and to go on enjoying 
the pleaſures of fin, which are but for a 
ſeaſon; if, like the unthinking and irreli- 
gious of every age, inſtead of regarding the 
counſel that has been given you, you ſhould 
be ready to ſay, Come on, let us enjoy 
the good things that are preſent; let us fill 
ourſelves with coſtly. wine, and riot in vo- 
luptuouſneſs and pleaſure; let us walk in 
the ways of our own heart, and in the 
ſight of our own eyes“ I have only to 
whiſper this awful truth in your ears, God, 
grant it may remain deeply impreſs'd upon. 
your hearts — Know thou, that. for all theſe, 
things God will bring thee into judgment, 


My next addreſs. will be to thoſe. who. 
have arrived to years of maturity, Your. 
youthfu] days are now. ſor ever paſt and: 
gone, and number'd with the years before- 
the, flood, But the queſtion is, How have- 
they paſt ? Ia what way and manner have- 
yy * * Lk 


1 
«Tis greatly wiſe to talk with our paff 
hours; 
And afk them, what report _ 0000 to 
heav'n; 
And how they might have borne more wel · 
come news.“ 


Vours, it may be, have been conſumed 
in folly, vanity, and ſin. Inſtead of hav- 
ing improved them to the great purpoſes 
for which they were given, thoſe of ſeeking 
the Lord, while he was to be found, and- 
of living- for eternity, they have perhaps 
been waſted and murder'd in the anxious. 
care and inordinate purſuit. of the periſhing 
things of this. preſent world. 

What] and are you ſtill purſuing the 
ſame empty, periſhing vanities ? Are you 
ſtill repeating the ſame fally, madneſs, and 
ſin in riper age? Are you ftill- as- uncon- 
cerned as ever about the things of God and 
eternity ? Unhappy fellow-mortals ! O that- 
ye were wiſe, that ve underſtood this, that: 
ye would conſider your latter end! 

Some of ye, perkaps, have children; ap- 
prentices, and ſervants under your care, 
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and committed to your charge, who have 
been taught by your wicked example to 
live in the practice of every evil thing; 
ſwearing, drunkenneſs, lying, diſhoneſty, R 
and contempt of God's word and com- 
mandments. And have you never read, 
have you never been told, have you never 
ſeriouſly thought, that you muſt every one 
of you appear before the judgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt ? That you muſt every one of you 
give an account of yourſelves, of your con- 
duct and example, and of the ſouls under 
your care, to God? Confider this, I pray 
you: and if you have hitherto neglected 
theſe weighty and important concerns, God 
help you from this moment to begin to lay 
them to heart, and to remember ydur Crea- 
tor, before the evil days draw nigh. Elfe, 
what will you do, when God riſeth up to 
judge the world in righteouſneſs at his ſe- 
cond coming ?— | 


My. laſt addreſs will 3 be to 
thoſe, who have paſſed the meridian bf their 
days; whoſe ſun is at leaſt upon the de- 


cline; and perhaps, in the courſe of nature, 
almoſt 
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almoſt ready to ſet. May it ſet, not in a 


cloud, but in its brighteſt glory For 


©: hoary hairs and the grey head is a crown 


of glory, if it be found in the way of righ- - 


with a deſire to die, like the patriarchs of 
old, ſmiliog at death, triumphing in Jeſus, 


teouſneſs.“ And nothing can render old age 


reſpæctable, but true religion; which inſpires 


the ſaul with love to God and his Chriſt, 


and rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. 


f 


| dulged commiſſion 


But, on the contrary, what fight ſo tru] 
affecting, melancholy, and to be deplored, 


as an old man and an oidi impenitent ſinner, 


worn out and grown grey in the ſhameful, 


fatal ſerviee of ſin; in the gratification of * 


luſts; in acquiring riches, or in the in- 
any evil thing 


If there ſhould be ſuch. an unhappy cha- 


| rater, co whom I am now addreſſing my- 


| elf, dleſſed be God it is not even yet too 
late io remember your paſt folly, guilt, and 


ſhame; to remember, and repent; to be af- 


| Aicted, weep, and mourn, for your number- 


leſs offences againſt the God of your life, 
Humble yourſelf therefore under the mighty 


4 hand of God. Repent, and be converted, 


3 Dat 


. CA 
94 F | 
"5 


Kg 


” » © 
"> 
0 " - 5 
* 
4 
” 
= 


* 


hat your ſins may be blotted out. Betolts 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the ſin " 
of the world and fly from the wrath to 
come, to that only, all-ſufficient Refuge ſet 
beſore you. For there is no ſalvation in 
any other; neither is there any other name 
given under heaven among men, whereby A 
you muſt be faved, but that of Jeſus Chriſt. 
True, it is the eleventh hour; neverthe- | 
leſs, it is but the eleventh hour: yet there 
is hope. Remember, therefore, your Crea- ' 
tor. And may it pleaſe the Father of al 
mercies, and the God of all grace, to make' 
old ſinners penitent ſinners, believing ſaints, 
and new creatures. And may the . 
Aiſpoſe every one of og! hearts, and thoſe  - 
eſpecially who are the ſurviving relations of 
our dear departed friend, ſo to remember our 
Creator, as we ſhall wiſh we had done when 
we come to die, and at the Judgment of 
the great day. | 
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